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SeedV of pUa\eU iV a reVoXrce for pra\er for
indiYidXalV, groXpV, chXrch VerYiceV and
oWher meeWingV. If \oX ZoXld like Wo feed
back \oXr oZn inVighWV and pra\erV When
Ze ZoXld be Yer\ happ\ Wo hear from \oX.

SignV of hope
This Ørst issXe of Seeds for 2024 reYisits some of themes Ze e[plored in 2023.

RXral hoXVing
In NoYember 2023, the CoXntr\side Charit\ (CPRE) released a report on the crisis
in rXral affordable hoXsing in England (bit.l\/cprerhc). It reYealed that "commXnities

in rXral England face an e[istential threat from an acXte and oYerlooked shortage of

genXinel\ affordable hoXsingÍ and called for immediate action to proYide adeqXate,
affordable hoXsing to sXstain oXr rXral commXnities. It ZoXld take nearl\ 89 \ears

to clear the cXrrent rXral social hoXsing Zaiting list of oYer 306,730 people, based

on the present rate of social rent deliYer\. GLYe WKaQNV IRU WKLV UeSRUW. PUa\ IRU aOO
JRYeUQPeQW OeadeUV aQd IRU a VWURQJ YRLce WR ULVe IURP WKe BRd\ RI CKULVW VR WKaW KRXVLQJ
SROLc\ caQ be UedeØQed aQd ORQJ-WeUP VROXWLRQV IRXQd (PURYeUbV 29:7).

IVolaWion & menWal healWh
Isolation and mental health problems, faced b\ man\ farmers, are being tackled b\
a neZ initiatiYe, the 'PloXgh On' project, rXn b\ the Northern Irish farming charit\,

RXral SXpportb (bbc.in/41TA9OH). It has 12 groXps Xp and rXnning alread\, Zith

plans for 17 in total across Northern Ireland in the ne[t 5 \ears. "We're
reconnecting the farmers back into their local commXnities and Zith their

neighboXrs and realising the beneØts that brings in terms of redXcing social

isolation, and also improYing their mental health and ZellbeingÎ, said Project
Coordinator, Keelin Reill\. GLYe WKaQNV aQd SUa\ IRU PORXJK OQ aQd RWKeU cKaULWLeV
ZRUNLQJ WR UedXce LVROaWLRQ LQ UXUaO cRPPXQLWLeV acURVV WKe UK (PVaOP 46:1-3)

'From farm Wo fork'
In 2023, a petition to reform the grocer\ sXppl\ code of practice Zas sXbmitted to

Parliament as almost half of a panel of 100 UK frXit and Yeg farmers Zere fearfXl
that the\ ZoXld haYe to giYe Xp their farms Zithin the ne[t 12 months. Man\ raised

concerns aboXt the behaYioXr of sXpermarkets, calling for toXgher regXlations to

redress the imbalance of poZer betZeen farmers, processors and the
sXpermarkets. Parliament Zill debate the 'Reform of Grocer\ SXppl\ Code of

Practice' on 22 JanXar\ 2024. GLYe WKaQNV IRU WKLV deYeORSPeQW; SUa\ IRU a URbXVW
debaWe aQd IRU aQ\ cRQWUacWXaO XQIaLUQeVV WR be UecWLØed (1 TLPRWK\ 2:1-4).

BoYine TB
Data for 2023 shoZs a modest decline in herd infections in England, a slight
increase in Wales, and mXch local Yariation across the coXntr\; Scotland remains

TB free; aroXnd 30,000 cattle continXe to be slaXghtered each \ear (bit.l\/t[2023).

UK goYernments are committed to eradicating the disease, bXt there is a lack of
incentiYes for farmers to inYest time and mone\ in preYention measXres. PUa\ IRU
ZLVdRP IRU JRYeUQPeQWV Ue-eYaOXaWLQJ SROLcLeV WR PaNe PRUe SRVLWLYe LPSacWV RQ IaUPLQJ
bXVLQeVVeV, IRU SURJUeVV ZLWK OLceQVLQJ YaccLQeV, aQd IRU aOO WR ZRUN WRJeWKeU IRU SRVLWLYe
RXWcRPeV. WKeUe WKeUe LV a VSLULWXaO dLPeQVLRQ, SUa\ WKaW ORcaO cRPPXQLWLeV ZLOO RZQ WKe
SURbOeP, aQd SUa\ IRU WKe KeaOLQJ RI WKeLU OaQd. (More detail at bit.l\/hcbtpro.)

A neZ \ear, a neZ VeaVon
As Ze start a neZ \ear, pra\ for a neZ
impetXs to, and blessing Xpon, Hope

CoXntr\side's Yision of "beacons of

pra\er lighting Xp across rXral Britain,
bringing hope both WR the coXntr\side

and from the coXntr\side to the Zhole

of the nations of the UK" .
The Hope CoXntr\side team meets for

ab 'strateg\ da\' on Monda\ 22 JanXar\

2024. Pra\ for the Hol\ Spirit to gXide
and inspire oXr discXssions and

decisions.
In March, Ze shall hold oXr Ørst pra\er

gathering in the North East (see beloZ).

Pra\ that the Lord Zill prompt man\ to
attend and that He Zill Xse this to

e[tend Hope CoXntr\side's Yision to

neZ areas and neZ people.bb

LRUd, Ze KaYe KeaUd RI \RXU IaPe; Ze VWaQd LQ
aZe RI \RXU deedV, O LRUd. ReQeZ WKeP LQ RXU

da\, LQ RXU WLPe PaNe WKeP NQRZQ; LQ ZUaWK
UePePbeU PeUc\ (HabaNNXN 3:2).

Pra\er GaWhering, NorWh
EaVW
Hope CoXntr\side Pra\er Gathering

Saturda\ 2 March 2024

11 AM - 4 PM

EmmanXel ChXrch

Macna\ Street
Saltburn-b\-the-Sea

North Yorkshire, TS12 1LE

Please join Xs for Hope CoXntr\side's

Ørst gathering in North-East England.b

All Zelcome.b  For more information,

contact Xs at info@hopecoXntr\side.Xk.

Hope Countr\side (originall\ Hope for the CoXntr\side) is a partnership inclXding AgricXltXral Christian FelloZship, Village
Hope, the World Pra\er Centre, Top Barn TrXst and others. 'Hope CoXntr\side' e[presses oXr groZing Yision of beacons of pra\er
lighting Xp across rXral Britain, bringing hope both WR the coXntr\side and IURP the coXntr\side to the Zhole of the nation. OXr
aim is to promote Xnderstanding of, and pra\er for, rXral life and commXnities, chXrch and mission, and farming and the land.
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